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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM

	Reference:
	
	

	Enquiries:
	
	

	Telephone:
	
	

	E-mail:
	
	

	Fax:
	
	


Att:_____________ (Insert the name of the contact person where the applicant is a legal    entity e.g. a (Pty) Ltd or CC)
________________        (Insert the applicant’s name) 

________________
 
(Insert the applicant’s postal address if the letter is to ve sent by post)

Fax no: ______________ (Insert the applicant’s fax number if the letter is to be sent by facsimile)
PER FACSIMILE / REGISTERED MAIL / HAND (Delete the items that are not applicable)
Dear Sir/ Madam (delete whichever is not applicable)

Application for environmental authorisation/ (insert a brief description of the project, activity number applied for and the departmental reference number)

The Department hereby refuses authorisation for the abovementioned application. The reasons for the decision are set out in Annexure 1. 

Your attention is drawn to the provisions of regulation 78 in terms of which an applicant may not resubmit an application which is substantially similar to a previous application by the applicant and which has been refused unless a period of three years has elapsed or new or material information is submitted.
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In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Regulations, you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing and within _____________ (insert time period) calendar days of the date of this letter, of the Department’s decision in respect of your application as well as the provisions regarding the making of appeals that are provided for in the regulations. 

Alternatively to the paragraph above, the Department may wish to specify the wording that must be used in the notification to I&APs.

Your attention is also drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulations which regulates appeal procedures. Should you wish to appeal any aspect of the decision, you must, inter alia, lodge a notice of intention to appeal with the Minister/ MEC (delete whichever is not applicable), within 10 days of receiving this letter, by means of one of the following methods:
By facsimile  :       (015) 293 8317
By post         :        Private Bag X 9484, POLOKWANE, 0700
By hand        :        3rd Floor, Evridiki Towers, 20 Hans van Rensburg street, POLOKWANE

Should you decide to appeal, you must serve a copy of your notice of intention to appeal on all registered interested and affected parties as well as a notice indicating where and for what period the appeal submission will be available for inspection. 

Yours faithfully

_______________

GENERAL MANAGER


REGULATORY AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT 

DATE:

cc:  (this letter must be copied to the environmental assessment practitioner, the local authority and any other organ of state that has jurisdiction over the activity)

Annexure 1:  Reasons for Decision

1. Background

The applicant, ___________, (insert name of applicant) applied for authorisation to carry on the following activity/ies – (delete whichever is not applicable)
(provide a detailed description of the activities applied for and the location at which the activity is to be carried on)

The applicant appointed __________ (insert name of environmental assessment practitioner) to undertake a screening process/ environmental impact assessment process. (delete whichever is not applicable).

(provide a summary of the process that was followed)
2.
Information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department took, inter alia, the following into consideration -

a) The information contained in the ________________ (insert the title and date of documents submitted by the environmental assessment practitioner/ applicant and reviewed by the Department);

b) The comments received from interested and affected parties as included in the screening/ environmental impact assessment report (delete whichever is not applicable) and ……… (if comments were submitted with the report, but not included in the report, or submitted separately to the Department, these must be indicated); 

c) Relevant information contained in the Departmental information base including – 

(i) (specify which resources, including guidelines and databases have been referred to);
d) The objectives and requirements of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines, including section 2 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (add any other legislation, policies and/ or guidelines that have been considered); and
e) The findings of the site visit undertaken by ______________ (insert name) on _______ (insert date).

3. Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Department was taken into account in the Department’s consideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department’s view, were of the most significance is set out below.

a)

…………………

b)

…………………

(A summary of all key issues should be set out in respect of, inter alia, any points arising out of the process, potential environmental impacts and objections that were raised by I&APs).

4.
Findings 

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Department made the following findings -
a) ………………

b) ………………

(Set out the findings in respect of each issue identified in section 3 factor. Note: that the findings should also indicate how the Department balanced potentially conflicting approaches and the overall factors that influenced the Department’s final decision) 
In view of the above, the Department is not satisfied that the proposed activity can be undertaken without conflicting with the general objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998, nor that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts resulting from the proposed activity can be mitigated to acceptable levels (delete whichever is not applicable). The application is accordingly refused.
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