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LIVING IN A WORKING LANDSCAPE



V | S | O N ... To sustain and secure the biodiversity
and ecosystem services of South Africa's
grasslands biome ... to strengthen the economy ... to

contribute to social development ... to become a cornerstone
of South Africa's development path.

H O W ...acknowledge production sectors as important
stewards of the grasslands biome ... negotiate

trade-offs between production and conservation needs through
market mechanisms, incentives and conservation stewardship

. catalyse the experience of existing initiatives in the
grasslands biome for greater impact ... implement through
partnerships.

THE IMPORTANGE OF SOUTH AFRIGA'S GRASSLANDS

GRASSLANDS BIOME M




AGRICULTURE

Of South Africa’'s grasslands:
23% is cultivated ... 66% is used for livestock and game grazing.

The Grasslands programme works to:
.. Incorporate biodiversity priority areas into planning and decision-making.

... Develop biodiversity management tools for cultivation & grazing.
... Design demonstration projects, communications and advocacy.
... Initiate range-fed red meat certification.

.. Promote incentives, e.g. property rates exemption.

FORESTRY

1.26 million hectares of grasslands is currently under monoculture
forestry plantations.
The Grasslands programme works to:

...Incorporate biodiversity priority areas into planning and decision-making.

... Develop biodiversity management tools for forestry.
... Support forestry companies in expanding their conservation stewardship role.

... Strengthen forestry certification.

URBAN EXPANSION
By 2015, the cities of Pretoria, Johannesburg, Vereeniging and their
surrounds will be the world’s 19th largest megacity.

(Population = 14.6m)
The Grasslands programme works to:
.. Integrate biodiversity management into urban planning and decision-making.

... Develop biodiversity toolkits.
.. Strengthen capacity through targeted awareness raising, communications

and training.
.. Secure biodiversity priority areas.

COAL MINING

South Africa is one of the 5 top coal producing countries in the world.

| The Grasslands programme works to:
... Develop a biodiversity offsets scheme piloting wetland mitigation banking.

... Incorporate biodiversity priority areas into planning and decision-making.




o=

- 4

o=

Z
Contact the Grasslands programme:
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THE GRASSLANDS PROGRAMME IS CURRENTLY FUNDED BY: &*
South African Dept. of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT);
South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI); the United
Nations Development Programme Global Environment Facility @
(UNDP GEF): and, WWF The Green Trust. s
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